












The Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority, also

referred to as VaOAA, is a statewide program that

provides financial support to localities to aid against

the opioid epidemic. The program began in 2022 and is

anticipated to receive annual funds through the year

2039. The funds come from settlements between the

State and major opioid distributors such as Janssen,

Mallinkrodt, and Teva, to name a few.

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE
VIRGINIA OPIOID
ABATEMENT AUTHORITY

A full history of the Virginia Opioid Abatement

Authority can be found at www.oaa.virginia.gov

Attachment 1



OPIOID ABATEMENT UTILIZATION
The Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority has outlined projects and initiatives

that are favored when utilizing Opioid Abatement Funding:

Youth prevention education using evidence-based programs

Naloxone distribution and “leave-behind” programs

Mobile treatment programs

Behavioral health crisis response teams (988 instead of 911)

Crisis receiving centers

Recovery courts and jail diversion programs

Treatment in local jails (therapeutic & medication) and re-entry programs

Foster care prevention through proactive efforts to divert parents to treatment

Focused efforts to support kinship care

Recovery supports: transportation, recovery housing, job training, job pipelines

It is important to note that Opioid Abatement Funding cannot be used for

anything other than approved Opioid Abatement projects and initiatives. 



AMHERST COUNTY OPIOID
ABATEMENT COMMITTEE
The committee is composed of members from various departments

throughout the county. Each member brings a certain level of

expertise to the table to assist in navigating the best way to utilize

funding for the ongoing opioid epidemic within our community. 

The committee members are:

Jeremy Bryant - County Administrator

Tracie Morgan- Finance Director

Bradley Beam - Fire & EMS Chief

Dr. Tim Hoden - Chief Operations Officer, ACPS

Karen Tanner - Extension Agent, Family Consumer Sciences Unit Coordinator

Jason Meador - Director of Amherst Dept. of Social Services

Lt. Greg Jones - Criminal Investigations, Amherst Sheriff’s Dept.

Joni Tables - Amherst County CSA Program Manager

Melissa Woodard - Procurement & Contracts Division Manager

Leslie Sprouse - Amherst County Grant Administrator



FUNDING DETAILS
This funding is non-competitive funding and will be

distributed directly to Amherst County as settlements are

finalized between the State of Virginia and various

distributors.

This funding is competitive funding and requires an

application with a complete project narrative. Once a project

application is submitted, it will go before the VOAA for

approval or denial of funding.

Direct Distributions

OAA Individual Distribution

The Gold Standard

The Gold Standard is a more stringent set of rules for the

utilization of OAA Funding. This is a percentage increase

incentive to the Individual Distribution for approved

projects. The Gold Standard of use is outlined in Code of

Virginia 2.2-2370



FUNDING DETAILS

** The amounts listed reflect estimates of local distributions based on finalized
settlements and may vary due to adjustments occurring at the national level
prior to distribution to the states.



In 2024, a K9-Working Dog was purchased and trained as part of

the School Resource Officers Team. Drax and Officer Harrison

perform their duties on a rotating schedule between the Amherst

County Public School locations. 

In 2025, two drone systems were purchased and housed under

the Amherst County Sheriff’s Office to be used in Opioid related

scenarios and operations. One system is an aerial unit and the

other is a tactical grounds unit. 

PRIOR PROJECTS
TO-DATE

Also in 2025, a rapid hair follicle testing system was purchased

and housed within the Amherst County Department of Social

Services. This allows DSS access to accurate results in a fraction of

the time it would previously take to send off for results. 



Amherst County has been approved for an Individual

Distribution in the amount of $57,975.00 for the Opioid

Abatement Taskforce Trailer project that was approved by the

Board of Supervisors on April 1 , 2025. That project is underway

and expected to be operational within the County by the Summer

of 2026.

st

Amherst County has been chosen to participate in a Regional

Cooperative Partnership Program between the Blue Ridge

Regional Jail, Horizon Behavioral, Bedford County, Campbell

County, Appomattox County, and the City of Lynchburg.  The

County is committing $50,378.00 of its Direct Distribution

funding toward to the development and implementation of a

Recovery and Re-Entry Program for individuals recovering from

opioid addiction that are incarcerated within the BRRJ. 

PROJECT IN PROCESS



EXPENDITURE BREAKDOWN
Project Description Status Estimated Cost

BRINC LEMUR 2 Drone &  Equipment

Skydio x10 Drone & Equipment

K9 for ACPS

STAT Rapid Hair Testing Equipment

Opioid Abatement Taskforce Trailer

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

In-Process

$19,441.21

$47,997.60

$28,898.75

$7,879.94

$57,975.00

BRRJ Substance Use Jail & Re-Entry Program $50,378.00In-Process

Total Direct Distribution Expenditures To-Date: $72,219.10

OAA Individual Distributions Awarded: $57,975.00

Current OOA Direct Distribution Funding Available: $216,717.87

Direct Distribution Funding Available If BRRJ Program Approved: $166,339.87



UPDATES AND
APPROPRIATIONS PLAN
It is the goal of the Opioid Abatement Committee to keep the Amherst

County Board of Supervisors up to date on the ongoings of the Opioid

Abatement Committee throughout the Fiscal Year. Going forward, the

Board of Supervisors will receive a monthly update on the direction of the

Opioid Abatement Committee and all proposed projects and expenditures

from the County Administrator . 

The Finance Director looks to appropriate available Opioid Abatement

Funding within the budget of each Fiscal Year to be utilized for VaOAA

approved projects, initiatives, and expenditures within Amherst County.  



THANK
YOU
Thank you for your time today. On behalf of the Opioid Abatement

committee, we sincerely appreciate your time and attention. I yield

to the Board for questions or concerns at this time.
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